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HISTORY OF INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER DAY
The first instance of volunteerism dates back to medieval Europe, where religion and care for the sick went hand-in-
hand. Hundreds of hospitals run by churches in countries like England tended to lepers and victims of the plague. By 
the 18th century, volunteering had more to do with military service than giving back to the community. Organized 
volunteering as we know it today began to take off in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Organizations like the Red 
Cross, Lions Club, Rotary Club, and the Y.M.C.A. started collecting donations, mobilizing volunteers, and doing charity 
work and community service.

 
3 Facts About Volunteering
1. Volunteering eases stress
Volunteering connects you with others and builds a support base, which helps ward off depression and stress.

2. Volunteers are happier people
Volunteers have a higher chance of being very happy than people who never volunteered, going up by as much as 12% 
among people who volunteer every two to four weeks.

3. Volunteers are more likely to find employment
Volunteers are 27% more likely to get a job after being out of work than those who don't volunteer, and volunteers 
without a high school diploma are 51% more likely to find employment than non-volunteers.
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Dear Parents and Carers,
In the week where we celebrate volunteers nationally, I'd like to thank all our 
wonderful volunteers who come into school each week to support the children 
in class. The work they do is so valuable and makes a difference to the children 
in each class, with children building great relationships with them over the year.
Thank you also to the staff in school who volunteer each Saturday to support the 
Soup Kitchen in the town centre. The staff purchase food items and pack lunch 
bags that are then donated to the kitchen to give freely to those in need.
Helping others, in any way, and giving your time freely, is always such a 
wonderful thing to do and I know, from personal experience, that the gift you 
receive back, knowing that we're helping others is a great reward. Thank you to 
you for any help you give our school and the community; it is very much 
appreciated.

Please enjoy the weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.
Mrs Fennelly
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Poster of the Week
This week we talked 

about our hopes 
and aspirations; 

having dreams and 
goals and achieving 
them one step at a 

time.
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Rainbow Hamper Raffle
We can't wait for our traditional Rainbow Hamper Raffle that will be drawn on December 
19th. Please see the wonderful hampers from last year as a reminder. Please bring in your 
coloured items for your year group from Monday December 2nd and purchase your raffle 

tickets from your parentmail shop. 
Good luck everyone and fingers crossed that you're a winner!
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   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required
Day Time Location Membership / costs

Monday 1:30pm – 
2:15pm

Roade village Hall. Bailey Brooks Lane.

NN7 2LS

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 
p/w

Monday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. Northampton 

Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up
£5 per 8 Items

Tuesday 2pm – 3pm &
6pm - 7pm

The Nest, Woodford Halse Primary Academy, Scrivens Hill, 
Woodford Halse, NN11 3SU.

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Tuesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. Northampton 

Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up

£5 per 8 Items

Wednesday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Wednesday 4:15pm – 6pm Towcester Community Larder
Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w

Wednesday 4:30pm – 
5:15pm

Brixworth Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 p/w



   Food Aid / Community Larders. No referral required

Day Time Location Membership / costs

Wednesday 5:30pm – 
6:15pm

Moulton Community Larder Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Wednesday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up
£5 per 8 Items

Thursday 10am – 11:30am Towcester Community Larder
Riverside Centre, Islington Road, Towcester, NN12 6AU

Access to all. £10 subscription, £5 

p/w

Thursday 11am - 1pm Dostiyo Community Fridge. Northampton Town Centre No Criteria

Thursday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up
£5 per 8 Items

Friday 4pm – 7pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up
£5 per 8 Items

Saturday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up
£5 per 8 Items

Sunday 12pm - 2pm McCarthy Dixon Food Larder @ Swan & Helmet. 

Northampton Town Centre

No referral  - Turn up
£5 per 8 Items



School SEND Partnership Offer. Dates for your diary:
Sign up forms for these online sessions will be sent closer to the 
dates

 

Date & Time Subject

Tuesday 7th January 7pm - 9pm An Introduction to supporting your autistic child (secondary age) at home

Tuesday 4th February 7pm - 9pm All about Speech & language Therapy: what we do and how we can help

Tuesday 6th March 7pm – 9pm Supporting children with pre-writing, handwriting development and 
writing interventions

Tuesday 29th April 7pm - 9pm How do I support my child with Emotionally Based School Avoidance 
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Miss Wharton Says...

Cold Weather Payment: 
Overview - GOV.UK
Winter Fuel Payment: 
Overview - GOV.UK
Cost of living support | West 
Northamptonshire Council

https://www.gov.uk/cold-weather-payment
https://www.gov.uk/cold-weather-payment
https://www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment
https://www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living-support
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Thunk of the Week
A thunk is an unusual question that makes you think. A beguiling question about 

everyday things that stops you in your tracks and helps you start to look at the world in a 
whole new light.

As we think about 
National Volunteer 
Day, how do you 

help others?



SEND Support Service | West Northamptonshire 
Council

Who we are:

Our service works with children and young people 0-19 years old and their families, school/nursery and some other 
adults supporting them.

We work with children/young people who have a range of additional needs and disabilities.
Sometimes you’ll meet us once or twice, maybe via video call, sometimes we might be involved for a bit longer.

We might be working with the child or young person, the family, the school or nursery or all together.

We might give advice and ideas that may help you at school or nursery or at home.

There are a range of ways we can work together, depending on the needs and difficulties we are told about.

https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/specialist-send-support-services/send-support-service
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/specialist-send-support-services/send-support-service


Sports - Indoor Athletics 
Some of our year 3,4,5and 6 children 
attended an Athletics event at Benham 
Sports Centre.  They worked as a team to 
score points in events 
including throwing/pushing, running, 
leaping, jumping and co-ordination. They 
worked hard with their skills to improve their 
PB ( personal  best). The obstacle relay was 
the most exciting and all our children gave 
100%.

Why not try this speed bounce challenge 
and set your own PB. Get the rest of the 
family involved and see if you can improve 
your score each time.

Stay Active Miss Bland



Sports Rugby

12/6/2024
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Remember to support 
the Girls Rugby! Take 
advantage of the 
special price and use 
the code.



Dates for your

Date Year group Event

13th December Whole school Clubs finish 

20th December Whole School Christmas Party Afternoon- wear party clothes to school. 

Bring a party lunchbox. No Dolce dinners today.



Dates for your                              

from the Friends of Simon de Senlis

Date Year group Event

9th December Whole School Bring a raffle prize in for your year, in your year group colour- see poster 

below. Raffle tickets available to buy in your ParentMail shop.

19th December Whole School Colour Raffle winners drawn- see poster below



Christmas Performances
We are excited to have the dates for the Christmas 

performances. Tickets for the performances are ready 

to purchase at £1 per ticket in the parentmail shop.

You can purchase up to three tickets per family for each 

performance. The church performances are for Year 5 

and 6  which is limited to two tickets per family due to 

space. Drama club families can purchase tickets for the 

drama club performance as well as tickets at the 

performance for your child's year group.



Dates for your 

Christmas Performances

Date Year group Event

11th December Drama club Families only 1:45pm Christmas Performance

12th December Year 3 

Year 4 

10:00am Christmas performance 

1:30pm Christmas performance 

13th December Year 5

Year 6

09:30am Christmas performance at St Benedicts Church

11:00am Christmas performance at St Benedicts Church

16th December Reception

Year 2 

Year 1

09:30am Christmas performance in school

10:00am Christmas performance in school

10:30am Christmas performance in school



Dates for your 

Christmas Performances

Date Year group Event

17th December Reception

Year 2

Year 1

1:30pm Christmas performance in school

2:00pm Christmas performance in school

2:30pm Christmas performance in school

18th December Robinson class 2:30pm Christmas performance in school

19th December Wiggins Class 2:00pm Christmas performance in school









NEWS FOR

OUR

CHILDREN

6th December  













Application for Reception Places

We’re now starting the process for entry into reception at primary and infant schools, from the start of the new 
academic year in September 2025. The application portal is now live for parents/carers to submit their school 
preferences at www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions.

Parents have until 15 January 2025 to apply, with online applicants being notified by email on the national offer 
day – 16 April 2025. Paper applicants will be notified by letter which will be posted out on offer day. Any 
application forms received by School Admissions after 15 January will be considered as late and won’t be 
considered until May 2025 onwards.

Parents/guardians are encouraged to apply online and read the online prospectus - Applying for a Primary 
School Place for 2025-26. This provides detailed information on schools and the application process.

http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/admissions


Local Activities: 
Sporting & Social 
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www.trilogyactive.co.uk/junior-activities/trilogy-holiday-and-food-activities-
haf/







     Simon de Senlis Primary Weekly Update –  September 2004

What's On - Delapré Abbey
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As the festive season 
approaches, please 
see the link below with 
some exciting events 
at Delapre Abbey

https://delapreabbey.org/whats-on/


See below for a list of SEN activities happening at the 
Chester House estate.
Ticket Information:
Child Ticket: £20.00 per child- Accompanying Adults: FREE (Please note, accompanying adults do not receive a gift)
Our standard Father Christmas grotto is accessible for wheelchair users.
If you have any particular requirements that we need to be aware of then please let us know when you checkout and we will be as 
accommodating as we can.

Booking Information:
Tickets must be pre-booked to ensure a magical experience for all our guests. Limited availability, so book early to secure your preferred 
date and time.
Don't miss out on this enchanting opportunity to create cherished memories with your loved ones. Father Christmas Magic at Chester 
House Estate is the perfect way to celebrate the festive season.
Reserve your tickets today and get ready to unwrap the magic of Christmas with us!
Your time slot is the time that you must be at the grotto ready to go in, the experience can last up to 40 minutes including all the festive 
activities. It is vital that you be on time to your slot, or we cannot guarantee to get you in to the event.



Book the date that best suits the SEND needs:
❖ Saturday 23rd November 2024: Reduced Sound and Full House Lights
❖ Sunday 24th November 2024: No Flashing or Twinkly Lights
❖ Saturday 30th November 2024: Full experience, just the reduced number
❖ Sunday 1st December 2024: Reduced Sound and No Flashing Lights
❖ Saturday 7th December 2024: Visually Impaired Friendly Sessions
❖ Saturday 8th December 2024: Deaf/Hard of Hearing Sessions
❖ Saturday 14th December 2024: Reduced Sound and Full House Lights
❖ Sunday 15th December 2024: No Flashing or Twinkly Lights
❖ Monday 16th December 2024: Full experience, just the reduced number
❖ Tuesday 17th December 2024: Reduced Sound and No Flashing Lights
❖ Wednesday 18th December 2024: Visually Impaired Friendly Sessions
❖ Thursday 19th December 2024: Deaf/Hard of Hearing Sessions
❖ Friday 20th December 2024: Reduced Sound and Full House Lights
❖ Saturday 21st December 2024: No Flashing or Twinkly Lights
❖ Sunday 22nd December 2024: Full experience, just the reduced number
❖ Monday 23rd December 2024: Full experience, just the reduced number
❖ Tuesday 24th December 2024: Full experience, just the reduced number
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Ice Skating at Chester House



HA VE A GREAT 
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